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has the largest negative influences on both calorie

and protein consumption in all the countries, the

negative influences are particularly large in the

countries whose diets highly depend on a single

staple cereal while small in the countries whose

diets have alternative staple foods. Our findings also

highlight the importance of stabilizing cereal prices

to reduce calorie deficiency while it may not be

enough to improve protein deficiency.

Abstract: The recent global shocks and trends of rising food prices have raised the need

for understanding better their socioeconomic influences. This study investigates the

nutritional impacts of rising food prices in six African countries and how the impacts are

related to domestic dietary patterns. Exploiting the price elasticity of food demand

estimated in previous studies, we constructed the elasticity of calorie and protein

consumption with respect to food prices. We find that, while increasing cereal prices


