
and caused erosion. Flash flooding occurs caused by heavy
rain and extensive forest clearing and has severe impact
on agricultural performance and household livelihoods.
This lecture focuses on managing land and bio-resources
and livelihood strategies of the Karen living in the Mae
Khanad watershed.
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The Karen is the largest ethnic community in
Northern Thailand. Traditionally, they practice
slash and burn in the forest fallow-upland rice
land use rotation, with fallow period ranging
from 3 to 7 years. Increasing population
pressure and state authority to regulate and
control slash and burn practice has forced the
community to reduce fallow period, and/or adopt
permanent farming systems. Forest clearing
during the early 80s had opened soil surface
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